
New Requirements for  

Irrigated Lands Program in 2015  

There are new requirements for owners and operators 

of irrigated lands in the Sacramento Valley adopted 

by the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control 

Board (Regional Water Board) on March 12, 2014 that 

will begin to take form in 2015.   The new 

requirements, known as a Waste Discharge 

Requirements (WDR) Order, include expansion of the 

current regulation to include groundwater quality.  As 

a result, there will be additional programmatic and 

reporting requirements for the Coalition on behalf of 

its members, including the Groundwater Quality 

Assessment Report (GAR) mentioned below, a 

Sediment and Erosion Control Assessment Report, a 

comprehensive Groundwater Quality Management 

Plan and a groundwater quality trend monitoring plan.  

 

Like members of the other ten water quality coalitions 

throughout the Central Valley, owners and operators 

of irrigated lands in the Sacramento Valley have new 

requirements, including completion of a basic farm 

evaluation template and a nitrogen management plan.  

These reports are due annually. As a result of efforts 

by all the water quality coalitions throughout the 

Central Valley, grower specific information will be 

removed from these reports when they are 

aggregated by the Coalition and submitted at the 

township scale to the Regional Water Board later this 

summer.  
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For more than a decade the Sacramento 

Valley Water Quality Coalition (Coalition) 

has brought together farmers, ranchers, 

wetlands managers, conservation 

organizations, water resources managers, 

resource conservation districts and 

Agricultural Commissioners to implement 

a òRegional Plan for Actionó that focuses 

on improving surface water quality.  The 

Regional Plan for Action recognizes that 

good water quality and resource 

management benefit the economic and 

ecological sustainability of this region that 

is essential to Californiaõs success and 

prosperity.  The efficient and effective 

management of water resources in the 

Sacramento Valley is vital to the cities and 

rural communities who rely on clean 

drinking water, the waterfowl along the 

Pacific Flyway, fish habitat in the rivers, 

and the aesthetic and recreational values 

of our upper watersheds.  



Annual Monitoring Reports 

Highlight Water Quality Results  
Annually, as part of the Irrigated Lands Regulatory 

Program (ILRP), Larry Walker Associates, an 

environmental engineering firm with more than 30 years 

experience in California water quality, conducts surface 

water quality monitoring and reports the results to the 

Regional Water Board for the Coalition.  For the two year 

period from October 2012 through September 2014, the 

Coalition conducted a comprehensive assessment of 

surface water quality conditions. Similar to the results 

reported in previous Coalition Annual Monitoring 

Reports (AMR), the results continue to indicate there are 

òno major water quality problems with agricultural and 

managed wetlands discharges to the Sacramento River 

Basin.ó  As in past years, more than 97% of all pesticide 

analyses performed by the Coalition were below 

detection.   

Water Quality Results in the Sacramento Valley  

The Coalition submits òExceedance Reportsó to the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

when monthly sampling results exceed water quality objectives.  Where multiple exceedances occur, the 

Coalition and its Subwatershed Groups have management plans to address the exceedances as detailed 

below.  This 2014 Annual Water Quality Summary provides the results of sampling in 2013 and 2014; listed 

below are the number of exceedences compared to the number of samples for the two year period, 

October 2012ñSeptember 2014.  Monitoring sites shaded in green are sites representative of agriculture 

grown in these watersheds, and have a greater likelihood to identify agriculturally related materials in 

surface water quality versus materials discharged by non -agricultural sources. For more information visit 

our webpage at www.svwqc.org .  
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